Social Research II (Workshop)

Prof. Rita Bichi; Prof. Patrizia Cappelletti; Prof. Fabio Introini

Module: Qualitative Research and its Tools (Professor Rita Bichi)
COURSE AIMS
The course is designed to equip the student with the basic skills and abilities needed to design and conduct research using non-standard tools: interviews (individual and collective) and observation. Special emphasis will be placed on both the application of these tools and the theoretical foundations of the qualitative approach to social research.

COURSE CONTENT
–
Individual interviews: theoretical foundations


*
Semi-structured interviews.


*
The non-directive approach.

–
Collective interviews and group discussions


*
The focus group.


*
Brainstorming.

–
Observation: birth and development

*
Participating/non-participating observation.


*
Reactive/non-reactive observation.


*
Direct/indirect observation.

READING LIST
R. Bichi, L’intervista biografica. Una proposta metodologica, Vita e Pensiero, Milano, 2002.

R. Bichi, La conduzione delle interviste nella ricerca sociale, Carocci, Roma, 2007 (Chapters I, II, III, VI).

R. Bichi, Le tecniche dell’osservazione, in L. Cannavò-L. Frudà (eds.), Ricerca sociale.

Dal progetto dell’indagine alla costruzione degli indici, Carocci, Roma, 2007 (pp. 207-225).
Additional information on the reading list will be given in class.

TEACHING METHOD

Classroom lectures; practical classes and guided practical assignments; group seminars. The lecturer will communicate the methods and reading list for the practical classes and seminars during the course.

ASSESSMENT METHOD

Final practical and written exams.

NOTES

The lecturer will communicate the methods and reading list for the practical classes and seminars in class.
Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://www2.unicatt.it/unicattolica/docenti/index.html or on the Faculty notice board.

Module: Ethnographic Approach (Prof. Patrizia Cappelletti)

COURSE AIMS
The workshop has the objective of directly experimenting with ethnographic methodologies through the preparation and production of a small empirical research project.

COURSE CONTENT
1.
The ethnographic method within social research. A theoretical framework.

2.
Ethnographic observation: field experiments.

3.
From observation to practical reproduction.

READING LIST

G. Gobo, Descrivere il mondo. Teoria e pratica del metodo etnografico, Carocci, Roma, 2001.

Further in-depth text will be provide throught the course.

TEACHING METHOD
Carrying out of an individual or group empirical research project.

ASSESSMENT METHOD
Presentation of a short paper on the research conducted.

NOTES
Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://www2.unicatt.it/unicattolica/docenti/index.html or on the Faculty notice board.

Module: Conducting social research with the focus group (Prof. Fabio Introini)

COURSE AIMS
The course plans to provide the student with the basic theoretical and practical knowledge needed to learn the method of the focus group and how to apply it in social research.
COURSE CONTENT
1.
The focus group in social research. The theoretical-historical scenario.

2.
The method of the focus group in non-standard research and in the qualitative methods portfolio.

3.
Conducting social research with the focus group.
–
Focus group and research design.

–
When to use the focus group.
–
Building the track.

–
Conducting the focus group.

–
Recording.
–
Building of protocols.

–
Analysis and interpretation of the results.
–
Presenting the results.

READING LIST
I. Acocella, Il focus group: teoria e tecnica, FrancoAngeli, Milano, 2008.

Additional material for theoretical study and for use in the practical classes will be handed out by the lecturer in class.

TEACHING METHOD
The course will alternate, also during the same lecture, theoretical learning and study with practical sessions that will enable the students to directly experiment the different elements of the focus group method.

ASSESSMENT METHOD
The student will prepare a paper to discuss in the oral exam.

NOTES

Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://www2.unicatt.it/unicattolica/docenti/index.html or on the Faculty notice board.
